











AN EARLY MANUSCRIPT OF DR. THOMAS
THE EXPOSTASIS AND THE ELENCHOS*
5—ABRAHAM (Genesis 12: 1-6)

i HE God of glory”, said the proto-martyr
Stephen, ‘“‘appeared unto our father
Abraham when he was in Mesopotamia,

before he dwelt in Charran.”” The glory of God

is his word, which is his Son, and his grace in

Christ Jesus, which is his Gospel; and it was for

the discoverv of the one, und for the revelation

of the other, that God was pleased to call

Abraham.

This was a call by grace; for the dwellers “on
the other side of the flood, served other Gods’,
“and with their darkness durst affront his
light”’; and God “took Abraham” from among
them, and through him was pleased to com-
municate the knowledge of Messiah to the
world.

It was also a call to “eternal glory’"’; for the
“place which he should after receive for an
inheritance” was so understood by the pat-
riarchs. Upon this their whole earthlv pil-
grimage was one practical comment; “for they
that say such things” (that is, confess that they
are ‘“strangers and pilgrims on the earth,”)
“declare plainly that thev seek a country. And
truly if thev had been mindful of that country,
from whence they came out, they might have
had opportunity to have returned. But now
they desire a better country, that is, an heavenly;
wherefore God is not ashamed to be called their
God; for he hath prepared for them a city”.

It was for this celestial city, therefore, that
Abraham (visionary-like, in the world’s estima-
tion) set out; “and he went out, not knowing
whither he went'".

Faith is rich in promises, but usually poor in
carthly possessions. Accordingly “the God of
glory gave Abraham none inheritance in the
land of Canaan, no, not so much as to set his
foot on: yet he promised that he would give it
to him'’ (Canaan literally being a figure to him
of the heavenly inheritance) for a possession,
and to his seed after him, when as vet he had no
child.”

Here, then, it is apparcnt that Abraham’s

life was, of necessity, a life of faith; for whither-
soever he journeyed, he was but a sojourner upon
the earth; “the land of promise”” was to him but
“as a strange country’’, when he pitched his
tent, and tabernacled “with Isaac and Jacob,
the heirs with him of the same promise”;
though, with no other abatement than what
arose from his great antiquity, he might live
with all the elegance of a modern Arab Emir,
still his “citizenship”’ was “in heaven’; his
inheritance was reversionary; his heirship was
of God; and not of earthly proprietorship; and
his faith was found equal to his expectation,
“Tor he looketh for a city which hath founda-
tions, whose builder and maker is God.”

This is the heavenly Paradise, described in
the Apocalypse, where God and the Lamb reign:
where the benevolence of God is seen as i ¢s, pure,
bright, and perfect; where forfeited bliss re-
gained, is experienced; where the "curse” of
God is excluded, and where suffering-testimony
is superseded. There the saints shall see God;
and there the servants of Christ shall be glorified.
Life, light, and immorrtality, will be their
eternal feliciry.

Now it is to this “heavenly Jerusalem'’ that
all the children of God are journeying: some by
long, others by short, some by hard, others by
easy, distances: but all reach thither at length.
“TFor our conversation (citizenship) Is in heaven,
from whence also we look for the Saviour, the
Lord Jesus Christ: Who shall change our vile
body, that it may be fashioned like unto his
glorious body, according to the working whereby
he is able to subdue all things unto himself.”

“The glorv of God” was pleased, also, to
cull Sarah, Abraham's wife, by his grace; and
to make her, not only a help-meet, in the best
sense, to her husband, but encouraging him to
judge, as she herself did, that he was “faithful
who had promised’; but an illustrious tvpe of
the New Testament church, the members of
which are “‘born after the Spirit”’, and constitute
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THE HYPOSFASIS AND THE ELENCHOS*

7—DAVID (1 Samuel 17: 32)

AVID was an illustrious type of Christ.
Through David's instrumentality it
pleased God “to take away the reproach

from Israel”; and “For this purpose the Son of
God was manifested that he might destroy the
works of the devil.”

The reproach itself was, that not a man of all
the thousands of Israel, durst encounter Goliath
of Gath, who had defied the armies of the living
God; and what but’defiance of God himself is sin
as arrayved by the devil?

This man was champion of the Philistines; and
Satan is “the prince of the power of the air, the
spirit that now iorketh in the children of
disobedience”.

This man was the terror of Israel, for of him
“they were sore afraid”’; and our adversary the
devil, as a roaring Hon, walketh about, seeking
whom he may devour”.

This man proposed nothing less than the
voluntary servitude and absolute slavery of
Israel to the Philistines; and the devil expects us
to be “the servants of sin”, and promises ‘“‘the
wages of sin”’ which “is death"".

This man trusted in himself; from whom then
could deliverance come to Israel, but from one
who trusted in the living God?

Such an one was David. A vouth; a Bethle-
hemite; a keeper of sheep; a brother; an
observer; an Israelite—circumcized in heart; a
believer in the “one only living and true God"™:
a hater of idolatry, and of the uncircumcized
Philistines as idolatrous; zealous for God; and
touched with solicitude for the honour of Israel
—but neither a man of war, nor in estimation
with his brethren.

“What shall be done”, said this stripling, “‘tu
the man that killeth this Philistine, and taketh
away the reproach from Israel? for who is this
uncircumcized Philistine, that he should defy

the armies of the living God?”’

Here was faith. ““Who is this uncircumcized
Philistine?” Why he had just beheld him stalk
forth out of the armies of the Philistines, “a man
eleven feet high, an helmet of brass upon his
head, armed with a coat of mail, the weight of
which, with his spear’s head, weighed at least
350 lbs., besides his greaves of brass upon his
legs, and a target of brass between his shoulders”.
And besides all this ““one bearing a shield, went
before him". Burt what were gigantic stature, a
panoply of brass, an armour bearer, or the whole
of the Philistines, to faith! ““Wherefore, David
said to Saul, Let no man's heart fail because of
him: thy servant will go and fight with this
Philistine.”

Not s0, however, thought king Saul. He had a
great deal more of what is called reason than
faith. But David was not to be dissuaded from
his purpose. He related one or two occurrences
that had before happened to him, and then said,
“The Lord that delivered me out of the paw of
the lon, and out of the paw of the bear, he will
deliver me out of the hand of this Philistine.
And Saul said unto David, Go, and the Lord be
with thee.”

And now a combat ensues between faith and
brute force.

Faith arms itself simply with a stone and a
sling; brute force with military prowess. Faith
looks upwards; brute force looks down with
disdain. Taith pravs; brute force blasphemes.
Faith depends on the Spirit of God, and ascribes
all glory to God; brute force vaunts of human
might, until by the power of God, it is smitten,
falls, dies, and is consigned to everlasting
oblivion. Thus perished Goliath; and thus faith
“subdued kingdoms"'.

But what comparison will the results of this
combat bear with the achievement of Calvary?
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There the Son and Lord of David “conquered
when he fell”. There “he spoiled principalities
and powers, made a shew of them openly,
triumphing over them in it”". There he bruised
“the head of the serpent”, and wrested “the
prey from the mighty”. There he sealed the
doom of sin, death, and hell; and #here he
“opened the kingdom of heaven unto all
believers”. And now that he has “ascended on
high, has led captivity captive, and has
received gifts for men”; now that he has “sat
down on the right hand of the Majesty on high”,
and is “exalted to be a prince and a saviour, to
give repentance unto Israel, and remission of

sins”, what should discourage us from ‘‘fighting
the good fight of faith”, that we may “lay hold
on eternal life?”” Deism, indeed, may vaunt of
its five-fold defence; anti-christ may rally its
discomfited host; power may protect Satan's
insidious emissaries; and ‘‘the armies of the
living God”” may be intimidated: but doubt not
the issue. The decree is gone forth—'‘Babylon
is fallen, is fallen!” “Have faith in God.” Be
true to God's word. Be faithful to his Son, who
is “the Son of the Father in truth and love”;
and, in due time, “his enemies shall lick the

dust”.







